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Program Note

I spent New Year's Eve 2018 in Nye, Montana, visiting family and friends. One of those friends is an
imaging specialist who regaled us with an explanation of his most recent project, which he
described as "calibrating the moon". Specifically, he was talking about the NASA ARCSTONE
mission to calibrate the moon's reflectance to use as an accurate reference, primarily in climate
science. The idea is that we have all this data about global warming and atmospheric changes, and
a lot of that data uses the brightness of the moon as a control variable, but we don't actually have a
precise definition of how bright the moon is. Ever since I was a part of that conversation, I knew
that I wanted "calibrating the moon" as a title, and everything that came after that plays with the
idea of moon themes or of doing big impossible-sounding things. When Connor Challey

approached me about writing for tuba, Calibrating the Moon obvious choice.
The work opens with Syzygy, a term describing the hi ] tween the sun, moon, and Earth
that occurs every new and full moon. The emer ark and brooding, moves to an

energetic middle section, and returns to being of like a lunar cycle. Fun fact: This

movement's theme is actually a tuba setti brating the moon."
The Second movement, Spectrg ny. NDSU was fortunaﬁg to have portfolio

tubist (and Connor's men ] sevex‘ﬁﬂ‘years and I finished

Syzygy around the tm%?

second movement%t :
The work ends with Lib
that the moon not only transitions from

l{}.a\h_aétt Sam while putting the
oncerti.

on. If you were

to L ew, but also sort of oscillates or wags.

That's Libration. The movement is like ﬂﬂer, playing with the listener's sense of time

through alternating time signatures.

Duration: 17'

This work was engraved by NoteForge in Fargo. The music is set in Norfolk, provided by NYC Music Services.
The text is set in Vollkorn, designed by Friedrich Althausen. The title font is Sonder Sans by Andrew Herndon.
The cover was designed by Jamie Trosen Design + Creative. If you purchased a physical copy
direct from us, it's likely you're holding Whip Cream Hemptone made by French Paper.

If we care this much about how it looks, imagine how much we care about how it sounds.

noteforge.com
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Commissioned by Connor Challey
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CALIBRATING THE MOON
I. Syzygy
Kyle Vanderburg
(2019)
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II. Spectral Reflectance
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II1. Libration
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August 25, 2019
Fargo, North Dakota
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