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Duration: 15'

This work was engraved by NoteForge in Fargo. The music is set in Norfolk, provided by NYC Music Services. 

The text is set in Vollkorn, designed by Friedrich Althausen. The title font is Sonder Sans by Andrew Herndon. 

The cover was designed by Jamie Trosen Design + Creative. If  you purchased a physical copy 

direct from us, it's likely you're holding Whip Cream Hemptone made by French Paper. 

If  we care this much about how it looks, imagine how much we care about how it sounds.

noteforge.com

Program Note

Earmarks is a musical (and hopefully humorous) view of  some of  the issues in today's political climate,

designed to make you make you laugh--or to make you think. And de6nitely to make you talk. 

It starts out with Echo Chamber, where everything you hear is everything you want to hear. As we move

more and more of  our lives online, we're at the mercy of  algorithms that try to deliver more of  what we

like--and give us options for removing that which we don't. The more time we spend in these echo

chambers, the less we hear from dissenters. (The piano tries to come in with a new idea later in the

movement, but is largely ignored).

The second movement, Filibuster, does what I initially intended. Although all three instruments do get to

play, it's a lot of  repeated, pleasant-sounding milquetoast stu8 without a great deal of  substance that never

really resolves. And it has a repeat sign at the end that allows it to be played as many times as the

performers wish. How long this movement is depends entirely on the whim of  the pianist. 

A swing state is a state with a similar level of  support for both parties that can go either way during an

election. Likewise, Swing States is a piece for saxophone and piano, and a piece for clarinet and piano, and

it's a struggle to see who's going to win. Will they sort out their di8erences? Will we?

Performance Note

Like its namesake, the second movement, Filibuster, can be repeated as many times as the pianist desires, or

not at all. If  repeated, it may be embellished and improvised upon at leisure.
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Transposed Score

Earmarks

I. Echo Chamber

Commissioned by the Boreas Ensemble
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Fargo, North Dakota
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