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Play for me 

Play for me the notes 

between the notes. 

This is the music 

I have longed to hear 

for more years 

than you can even imagine. 

We sit here— 

not across from each other 

but side-to-side 

shoulder-to-shoulder. 

Our knuckles lie 

on this table— 

mirror images 

of  each other. 

Your knuckles play to me. 

The music of  your bones 

is the music of  wind 

and air 

  

and breath 

which you release into this same air 

  

we share. 

Play for me 

  

something Baroque 

and gorgeous! play 

  

  

for me what you carry 

hidden 

  

within your beauty. 

Play it for me 

  

A sigh

A sigh—

a deep sigh.

A sigh

that hushes

a room.

I could live

within that

sigh—

that

almost-agonized

action

that produces

song. Who

knew 

sighs

sing? Who

guessed

an exhale

could

rejoice? I 

rejoice

at your sigh—

that deep

sigh. A sigh

that hushes

a room. 
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Sutra

There was no beginning

and see!

no end

no glorious awakening to love

and no slow percolation

no longing glances

no stolen glimpses

no hands held

nor furtive grapplings.

It was realized

only a?er time,

staring into the void of  each other.

It amounted

to sitting

and staring,

counting each other’s breaths.

It was just this—

this sitting

this gazing

this breathing

this slow, quiet 

oh! 

of awakening

Bread

How is that 

what lies before me

sings? It sings!

the way the bread

I oKer on the fair linen

sings

when I break it

and elevate it

and bend the knee before it.

What you oKer

and present

so perfectly

lies before me, 

sacred in its own

sacred way.

How do I cut it?

will it still sing then?

or will it bleed

something pure

and watery

when I pierce it?

Will it cry? 

Will it tell us 

what we already know—

that this meal

means more—

much more—

than either you or I

will ever admit

to each other? 
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Can You Hear?

Can you hear 

our atoms sing?

mine to yours

and yours to

the reLection

you make 

in the glass

and the atoms!

singing 

all around us!

Cadence

The cadences repeat

and multiply

and crescendo

in their contained space.

And in between

the spaces—

the breath

an inhale

an exhale

the sound of  both

and all 

they contain.

Around us

Where my Mngers

touched your face

gently one 

sacred moment—

a scar.

A red bruise

which blossomed

and discolored

your entire face. 

You reach up

and caress

the red, taunting it

and kneading it

until it Lows

and churns.

It freckles

and burns

and scalds.

It billows

and expands

all because

my Mngers

touched your face

and our worlds

crumbled around us

into ashes.
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Wash Out

A?er weeks of  silence

silence remains.

It clings to everything

I touch. It lurks

in every corner

and in the hallway

all night,

glowing there

like the sickly reLection 

from the streetlight.

And there! it stares back

from your photo

with your eyes,

and smiles at me

with your smile.

Every message

I receive from you

is blank and wordless

as a day washed out

with snow.

Zinc

It happens just this way. It veers

up, then sideways,

somersaulting

through each blizzard-day.

I sit here and burn, despite

the snow’s neutering. 

Somehow I make it to dusk,

cauterized and aching. How

did I make it? How did I 

arrive here, with the ruins

of the day behind me? 

Do you reel through the day as I do,

thirsty from the heat

that burns, white as

zinc, across the cheeks

and nose of  your face?
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Fraction

We don't make it through life

without our bodies

being broken

and shattered.

This is

quite simply

the way it is.

It's our nature--

to lie here

like this holy bread.

To be truly who we are

we need to break ourselves

open, cracking

ourselves

into pieces

to emerge

fully

into a wonderful

wholeness

we have--

until that moment--

found so elusive.
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