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about Tempest 

Tempest is a 14-minute musical composition in one movement for symphonic wind band that is meant to portray the sonic

world of  a severe windstorm. The work begins with proportional and improvisatory notation which serves to support the

gesture-driven material presented in the �rst half. This gesture-driven material transitions to line-driven material in the

second half  of  the work. Overall, the work’s formal design is a cross-sectional development divided into three distinct

sections. It can be described as a reverse deconstruction, a form in which melodic material is reused and slowly drawn into

focus. The pitch material is primarily tonal, utilizing the keys of  D major and minor, A minor, and E-(at major. In addition to

an original melody, the VILLE DU HAVRE hymn tune is used as melodic material in the later sections of  the work. This hymn

tune is usually paired with the hymn It is Well with My Soul, which includes lyrics such as “When peace like a river attendeth

my way/When sorrows like sea billows roll/Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say/It is well, it is well with my soul.”

While the title of  this composition is intended initially to convey the external narrative of  the tempest, the use of  this hymn

tune suggests a resolution of  a more personal, internal tempest. Either interpretation lends itself  well to the work’s dramatic

arc of  disorganization to organization of  temporal design. 

Duration:14'

This work was engraved by NoteForge in Fargo. The music is set in Norfolk, provided by NYC Music Services. 

The text is set in Vollkorn, designed by Friedrich Althausen. The title font is Sonder Sans by Andrew Herndon. 

The cover was designed by Jamie Trosen Design + Creative. If  you purchased a physical copy 

direct from us, it's likely you're holding Whip Cream Hemptone made by French Paper. 

If  we care this much about how it looks, imagine how much we care about how it sounds.

noteforge.com

Performance Notes 

1.              The �rst 2 minutes and 15 seconds of  this work are in free time with no measurable metered pulse. The amount of  time

each measure should take is written in seconds in a box at the top of  the score. Cue boxes are used throughout this section. 

2.             Rehearsal marks for the free time portions of  this work are sequential numbers in circles. Rehearsal marks for

metered time are sequential letters in boxes. 

3.             Diamond noteheads are used in this work to indicate an inde�nitely-pitched air-through-instrument breath eBect. 

4.             Notes, gestures, and instructions that are attached to arrows should last until the end of  the arrow. 
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